Beautification Committee Meeting Report
August 11, 2009
Worth Park District Terrace Centre
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 12:05pm
2. Roll Call: Ed Urban, Ginger Dreger, Michelle Keller, Barb Urban, , Dee Woods, Ted Wozak, Lyn Koester, Steve Werner and Colleen McElroy were present
3. Chairman’s Report:
a. Ed reported that the hanging flower baskets on Oak Park Ave were stolen.  The committee agreed that they were beautiful
b. Flower box on 111th Street: 
i. All agreed that the box looked beautiful. Ed stated that he will probably add sides to the box to add an ornamental look to it.
c.  Ed asked Ginger if she contacted any businesses about watering flowers on the weekend. Ginger stated that she had not gotten to the businesses.  It was determined that Public Works will continue to water the flowers. Ed will have to replace some flowers that are located by the Travel Agent. Flowers died due to lack of drainage.
d. Ed presented a quote for the hanging flowers as well as the flower pots. It estimated that each flower pot would cost $35.  Ginger will do some research and present it to the committee next month.
e. Ed reported that the public works crew will begin painting the streetscape. Paint was purchased and the job should be completed by Worth Days. All were happy with this progress.
4.  Beautification Judging information: Lyn put together a program for the beautification awards. Judging will be complete by Friday and signs will be put up at homes by the weekend. Lyn will send Colleen a list by Sunday so they can be published in the Reporter and online next week.  
5. Future planning for planting days: Ginger reported that she spoke to Palos Heights about the Adopt a pot program. 
a. Palos charges organizations $80 per pot to plant and the planters receive a plaque inside each pot. No plans were set for this program as of yet. The committee will discuss next month. 
b. Discussion regarding soil content and drainage options occurred.
6.  Additional topics and Events:
a. Michelle reported that SIDS is very interested in doing business with the Village. She agreed to put together a fall Mum sale/fund raiser for the committee and information will be available at Worth Days for the purchase of the plants. 
b. Ed reminded members that we need to make a decision next month about fall planting and for placing and order for our spring flowers.
c. Ted commented on several homes that have been leaving garbage outside their homes and backyards that need weeding. 
d. Steve commented on Adopt A Zone issues and presented more photos to Ed
e. Questions regarding the cleanliness of businesses occurred. 
7.  The Meeting was adjourned at 12:48pm


i. It was determined to put in some fountain grass, coreopsis, some ground cover and possibly another yellow flower.
ii. Michelle asked the group about incorporating yellow roses and the group agreed that they would be difficult to maintain at that location. It was determined to put them up at the village hall.
iii. Steve Werner stated that the Park District could donate some tall grasses that are at the memorial. He will let Ed know when they are available to transplant.
iv. It was determined that the flower box will not exceed $100 to get started with planting materials
b.  Weeding: Ed stated that volunteers are needed to weed the flower pots and any of the signs. A big thank you continues to go out to those that volunteered to maintain signs. The flowers look gorgeous!
c. Volunteers needed: See above
d. Additional Information:
i. Signs will be lit up by the evening as public works has been busy working on the project
ii. The new logo will be ready to put on each sign by Friday
iii. Water barrels were placed out at each sign. The committee is hoping for the best.
iv. Michelle commented that the signature hole at the golf course was beautiful this year
v. Ginger stated that she was disappointed with the pots this year. It was determined that the committee will gather ideas for next year and by January, we will be ready to place an order. 
1. Ed explained that the committee got a late start due to a donation problem with Fairplay
2. It was determined in past meetings that we will not wait for donations next year and will purchase flowers on our own.
vi. Discussion occurred about Thanking businesses and residents for their hard work maintaining their property. Colleen will come up with a letter that the beautification committee could distribute as they see fit.
vii. It was determined that no flowers should be planted along 111th Street near the memorial due the the weeds and the high traffic area. It will be mulched over.
viii. Michelle offered to find out information and prices on purchasing mums and possibly offer a fund raising program for beautification. She will report more at the next meeting
8.  New Business
a. Street scape: discussion regarding the program occurred. Ed reported that the village board approved that ½ be completed this year and that summer help will assist in this process.  Members were excited. Dee questioned the opportunity to paint random colors on the street scape. It was determined that we cannot do that at this time due to the manpower and work.
b. Adopt A Zone:  
i. Steve presented several photos to the committee.
ii. Discussion regarding the improvements and scope of the program occurred.
iii. It was agreed that Steve was going a good job with his Zone.
c.  Beautification Awards
i. Lyn prepared some information for the committee to discuss regarding beautification awards. Each member is to bring 5 random homes from a zone that will be assigned to them by the next meeting. The committee will choose 1 person from each zone to judge. Lyn is going to research the cost of obtaining a sign to be placed in each winner’s yard. The committee recommended unveiling and displaying photos of the winners at Worth Days.
9. Additional Topics: 
a. Ginger discussed the possibility of an Adopt a Pot program. Colleen recommended that Ginger gather information that the committee can turn into policy.
b. Discussion and recommendations occurred and was determined to work on something for next year.
c. It was recommended to the committee to discuss a long range plan for budgeting purposes, and to determine some long range projects for the beautification. This will be discussed at the next meeting.
10. Public Comment: None at this time
11. Recommendation to board: None at this time
12. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 1:05pm.
