Minutes of the Meeting held July 5, 2011

VILLAGE OF WORTH
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
HELD July 5, 2011

	CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL





PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION
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ESTABLISHMENT OF CONSENT AGENDA








































ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA




CITIZEN’S COMMENTS











ADJOURNMENT

	Village President Keller called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

Roll call indicated that the following trustees were present: Mary Werner, Jim Serpico, Mary Rhein, Colleen McElroy, Pete Kats, and Rich Dziedzic. Also in attendance at the meeting were Village Clerk Bonnie Price, Police Chief Mark Micetich, and Finance Director Dwayne Fox 

Pledge of Allegiance


None.

Trustee Dziedzic stated that on the consent agenda is to approve the business license application for Phil McKrackens located at 6602 W. 111th Street, pending liquor license approval. President Keller asked if he owned a bar on 99th & Southwest Highway, Eric stated no his brother owns that bar. President Keller asked if he was going to have vending machines and Eric replied yes. Eric would like this to be a sports bar on Sundays during football season. Trustee Dziedzic asked Commissioner Zartler how the remodeling is going. Commissioner Zartler stated it is all going good. Trustee Rhein asked about the pool tables Commissioner Zartler stated that is tentative we have never had an establishment with pool tables and he does not know hoe the board feels about pool tables. Commissioner Zartler states there is nothing in our ordinances. President Keller stated they need to be licensed. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

President Keller had no report for this evening.

Clerk Price stated that on the consent agenda is to approve the request for tag days for You Can Make It Outreach Ministry on July 21, 22 & 23, 2011. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Clerk Price stated that on the consent agenda is to award the bid for Metra Tuckpointing to Mike Tulty not to exceed $5,000.00. We received 3 bids and the money will come out of Metra funds. Clerk Price stated that the price is dependent on the number of bricks that they do, we plan on fixing 40 bricks. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Clerk Price stated that the roof at the Metra station has been completed and it looks nice. A resident Paul asked what is the agreement between Metra and the Village of Worth. Clerk Price responded that the Village of Worth maintains the Metra lot and we place the money from the commuters in an account so that we can pay for the improvements and maintenance such as landscaping and plowing. The Metra fund can be used for Metra items only. 

Trustee Werner stated that on the consent agenda is the approval of the bill list dated July 5 in the amount of $86,046.17. Trustee Serpico asked about the grass cutting in the amount of $350.00. Finance Director Fox stated that we keep track and the property have a lien placed on it, when the property is sold we will recoup our money. Trustee Serpico asked about the tree removal on 114th, will that be covered under the grant. President Keller stated that it is West of Harlem. Trustee Dziedzic asked about the bill for $150.00 to a funeral home is that ours or do we get reimbursed. Chief Micetich stated it is ours. Trustee Dziedzic questioned the Red Speed invoice. Clerk Price stated that we had to pay Red Speed because a violation was put through our register and it needs to go to Red Speed first. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee Werner stated that on the consent agenda is the approval of Water’s Edge bill list in the amount of $113,059.75. Trustee Werner stated that we have 3 months of management fees because Billy Casper Golf waits until we get some cash to bill us. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee Werner stated that on the consent agenda is the approval of June payroll in the amount of 212,477.37. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee Werner announced the upcoming meeting for Life Safety Commission the meeting will be held on July 20 at 7 p.m. in the meeting room.

Trustee Werner stated that she had thanked all of the employees that took a 10% pay cut, we had to make adjustments on their insurance and  we cut a ½ million dollars out of our budget when we had that cash flow problem. The other thing that had to happen was we had to add the golf course bond payment onto our property taxes which was almost a ½ million dollars. Trustee Werner stated that some people that saw the budget were confused that we made a pretty substantial swing in the cash flow, but you need to realize is we had to make a lot of sacrifices and we will need to keep that golf course bond on our property taxes for several years, for the residents that burden will stay there. Trustee Werner stated that in the 2012 budget we are back at 100% pay, no furloughs, and no layoffs. The ½ million was very critical at that point last year.

Finance Director Fox stated that the number of days we have and the number of days we need can be confusing so I am going to use the figures we need to be liquid which is the term the auditors use. We need $1,795,000.00 that is three months of expenditures; this is in case the State, Federal or County holds our money. We have $479,000.00 as of today. Finance Director Fox stated that we are short 1.3 million dollars. We did not find a million dollars we did not deceive anybody. We are slowly but surely getting healthy. Finance Director Fox stated that as Trustee Werner said it is going to take us years to get healthy. Finance Director Fox stated that we need to defend ourselves to the articles that are written. Finance Director Fox stated to make this Village liquid this administration is doing a great job. We had a surplus of $170,000.00 we are still short. President Keller stated that of the $170,000.00 surplus $140,000.00 is coming form the new sales tax that we passed in April. President Keller stated that we needed to make some tough cuts.

Trustee Serpico announced a promotion for the seniors at Water’s Edge; seniors receive a free buffet with a round of golf, for $33.00. Senior rounds are up 35%. On June 29 we had 290 rounds of golf in one day. Trustee Serpico stated that are course is in the best shape it has ever been in. Trustee Serpico stated that we are up 2% in rounds from last June. Trustee Serpico also spoke about the food specials at the Edge Bar & Grill Monday is 25 cent wings, Tuesdays and Fridays $10.00 steak night, Wednesday $5.00 pizzas and Thursday is $5.00 burger night. Trustee Serpico stated that we are 22% over budget in food & beverage. Trustee Serpico stated that we were 3% down for June’s current budget.
Trustee Serpico stated that he is going out for bids for a generator. One bid will be for the restaurant only and the other will be for the entire building. 

Trustee Rhein stated that cases of West Nile Virus were reported in Chicago Ridge, Evergreen Park, Palos, Oak Lawn, Trustee Rhein stated please protect yourselves when outside. 

Trustee Rhein stated that we sent out a code red alert and nixle alert about fireworks being illegal. We do have an ordinance on the books for disorderly conduct with a fine of up to $750.00. The police department had extra officers on duty over the 4th of July weekend and we also had our code enforcement officer working to help with calls regarding fireworks. Trustee Rhein will be looking for options for next year 4th of July weekend. We had many complaints about fireworks and the garbage that was left behind on the streets from fireworks. Trustee Rhein stated that we had a tragic accident over the weekend. Trustee Rhein stated that her concern is for the safety of the residents. Trustee Rhein stated that we will really need to crack down on the fireworks. President Keller asked Trustee Rhein about an ordinance that would reflect a certain dollar amount for fireworks and they could come and pay the fine here and not burden the court. 

Paul asked if any citations were written. President Keller stated yes. Rocco Carioto stated one of the problems we have is manpower and one of the solutions would be to be able to call a number anonymously if somebody seems something, you just give an address and the police can take a ride over there, if they don’t know you are coming you can catch them, that will deter people. Rocco Carioto also stated that the landscaping is getting high and it is hard to read the electronic sign. 
at the golf course 

Dee asked if you can fine the residents for the debris from the fireworks. President Keller stated we have not. Trustee Rhein stated that we would need to prove it. Trustee Rhein stated that our code enforcement officer went to a house and the resident said well I bought them. Trustee Rhein stated they are illegal in Illinois and people go to Indiana to purchase them. Trustee Rhein stated that our code enforcement officer confiscated one that was the size of a basketball.

Trustee McElroy announced the beautification committee meeting on Tuesday, July 12 at noon at the Worth Library. The committee members will pick the homes and businesses that are going to be awarded the beautification awards. President Keller stated that the meeting may get moved to 4 p.m. at the Village Hall.

Trustee McElroy stated that she called on the TIF property and there are 2 pending offers on the property at 111th & Ridgeland. Trustee McElroy stated that it was an auction and she will get more information next week.

Trustee McElroy announced an Economic Development meeting next Thursday at 7 p.m. to discuss a business survey with Trinity College.


Rocco Carioto stated that the Chamber of Commerce will have a meeting this Saturday at Venus restaurant. 

Trustee Kats stated that water samples were tested on June 27th and came back that our water is safe for consumption. Trustee Kats stated that we are pumping over 1 million gallons of water a day.

Trustee Kats stated that we received some good news the Governor will be releasing $47,000.00 more in Motor Fuel Tax. Finance Director Fox stated that being conservative he did not put that in the budget. Trustee Kats stated we just found out last week that this was approved. Trustee Kats stated that we will use this to repair more of our streets. Trustee Kats stated that we will be opening bids for Nagle Ave on July 12. President Keller stated a letter went out to the resident on Nagle Ave. 

Lezley Zubaty asked if the project will go from 107th to 111th on Nagle. Trustee Kats replied yes. President Keller is hoping to get it done by the end of the month. 

Patrick Cahill stated that his parents live on Nagle Ave. and can we grade the potholes as it is terrible to drive on. Trustee Kats stated the job will be done by the end of the month. Patrick Cahill stated that other streets are being repaved 114th Street and Worth Ave. President Keller stated that 114th Street also has drainage problems and it is grant money. President Keller stated that if Home rule passed we were going to do more streets, but home rule did not pass. President Keller hoped they voted for it. Patrick Cahill stated that he does not know how they voted. Trustee Kats stated that we are doing a complete resurface. Trustee Kats stated that Worth Ave can be done by our crew because it is a small job. President Keller stated that we have 30 miles of road in this town.

Nick Stathopolous asked if Public Works is patching alley and not the street. Trustee Kats asked where he is talking about. Nick stated behind the bank. Trustee Kats asked who was patching out Village or a company. Nick did not know who was patching. President Keller stated that we will look into this with Superintendent Demonbreun.

Trustee Kats gave an update regarding cutting the allies, we have some options, we drafted a letter  to residents that hey would need to cut the grass, the other idea is that the area is an easement and we can sell it to the resident that is interested which would mean the homeowner would have a larger lot. Superintendent Demonbreun feels that we can keep up with it for now he has hired some part timers. President Keller asked Superintendent Demonbreun if you are cutting grass what jobs cannot get done. Superintendent Demonbreun stated that we will not be able to more drainage work and patching work. President Keller asked Trustee Kats and Superintendent Demonbreun to work on a letter regarding cutting grass allies. Public Works is unable to perform this job with the number of employees that we have. President Keller and the board would rather have the drainage and patching done before we cut the allies. We should move forward with sending out the letter. Trustee Kats stated that most of the residents are already cutting the allies.

Trustee Kats stated that will be paving Nagle from 107th to 111th Street. We will be going out to bid for the job and the job should be finished at end of July.

Trustee Dziedzic stated that he has several ordinances on the consent agenda for approval 

Adopt Ordinance 11-14 Authorizing the Village Treasurer to Act as Certificate Registrar and Paying Agent for the $1,150,000 Debt Certificate, Series 2004 of the Village of Worth, Cook County, Illinois. Trustee Dziedzic stated this is a bond which was held by Founders Bank and another financial institution Mesirow is going to take it over. Finance Director Fox stated this is not a new loan. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Adopt Ordinance 11-15 Amending the Municipal Code of the Village of Worth, Cook County, Illinois (Repeal of Animal License Regulations). Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Adopt Ordinance 11-16 approving a variance for the property located at 11505 S. Normandy in the Village of Worth. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Adopt Ordinance 11-17 approving a map amendment to change the zoning of the property located at 6655 W. 111th Street in the Village of Worth. This is the car dealership. President Keller asked if the fence post will be coming down. Commissioner Zartler stated that they were going to hang flags on the post. Commissioner Zartler stated that they did ask if they could close that off from their property to the subway property off of 111th Street. President Keller asked for a plan and what they want to close it off with. Commissioner Zartler stated with bumpers. President Keller asked how many entrances they have off of 11th street. Commissioner Zartler stated one into their parking area. To enter Subway they have an entrance off of the side street. Trustee McElroy asked if they would be using that for parallel parking. Commissioner Zartler stated no. President Keller stated get the plans and we will discuss at the next meeting. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee Dziedzic also asked for volunteers for Worth Days Fest anybody that is interested should contact the Village Hall. 

Trustee Dziedzic stated that he is still researching the mobile vendor and will have more information at the next meeting. President Keller stated that he spoke with Dabs and that owner pays $3,000.00 a month in rent. Spoke with Paul at Mickeys and he employs 8 different employees and he is not happy with the set up he feels it is an unfair advantage because he has no overhead. Mickey’s pays $40,000.00 in property taxes. Spoke with Jim at Windy city and he pays $32,000.00 in property taxes and all of his expenditures are increasing. Trustee Dziedzic would like to know where the trustees stand. Some towns don’t allow this and other do with restrictions. Trustee Kats thinks that when he was in front of Subway I thought it was in bad taste. Trustee Kats stated that he does not see a problem with him being in front of Bar Code, The owner of Bar Code invited him and I don not see a problem. Trustee Kats stated that when he approached us he was going to sell at Metra and MWRD. President Keller stated that he listened to the cd from the May 2 meeting and he was going to use the vendor cart at Worth Park District, charitable events Palos Heights Park District events, and the Boat Launch. He was not going to walk down the streets like a knife sharpener but was going to work with businesses at grand opening and other events. Never once did he say he was going to be sitting at Bar Code 5 days a week. Trustee Dziedzic asked do we want to tor not to allow mobile vendors. Trustee McElroy stated that the Evanston ordinance is very specific and the fee is $500.00, Evanston does not allow ice cream vendors near the schools and the mobile cart vendors’ work with public works on locations they may work at. Trustee McElroy also feels that the Metra area would be a great spot for this at a nominal fee for the use of a parking space. Trustee Rhein feels this is an unfair advantage to the other businesses. Trustee Rhein also would like to know if we can limit mobile vendors without being home rule. Trustee Kats asked if we issued him a business license. President Keller stated yes we did approve a business license but it was for his home address. Trustee Werner asked would the ordinance cover ice cream vendors, Trustee Werner stated that her granddaughters enjoy getting ice cream for the ice cream truck. President Keller asked each trustee what they would like to do. Trustee Werner, Serpico, Dziedzic, Kats and McElroy all stated mobile with restrictions, Trustee Rhein stated no mobile vendors. Trustee Kats stated that what Joe said on May 21st was different than what he said at the June 21st meeting. Trustee Dziedzic will do more research with our attorney on these issues and get back to the board. 

Al Buitenwerf stated the Metra is a good place for mobile vendors we wanted to develop the Metra facility.

Rocco Carioto stated that if he abides to what he said then no issues, if he is reneging on what he said then we should fine him.

Paul stated support your main people who pay taxes.

Kevin Ryan stated that he pays sales tax and it is incredible that we would think one hot dog vendor could put Mickeys or Windy City out of business. 

Motion by Trustee McElroy seconded by Trustee Rhein to establish the consent agenda. A voice vote followed. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda
July 5, 2011

Approve the regular minutes from June 21, 2011
Approve Tag Days for You Can Make it Outreach Ministry for July 21, 22 & 23, 2011
Award bid to Mike Tulty not to exceed $5,000.00 for Metra Station Tuckpointing
Approve the bill list dated July 5 in the amount of $86,046.17
Approve Water’s Edge bill list in the amount of $113,059.75
Approve Payroll for the month of June in the amount of $212,477.37
Adopt Ordinance 11-14 Authorizing the Village Treasurer to Act as Certificate Registrar and Paying Agent for the $1,150,000 Debt Certificate, Series 2004 of the Village of Worth, Cook County, Illinois
Adopt Ordinance 11-15 Amending the Municipal Code of the Village of Worth, Cook County, Illinois (Repeal of Animal License Regulations)
Adopt Ordinance 11-16 approving a variance for the property located at 11505 S. Normandy in the Village of Worth
Adopt Ordinance 11-17 approving a map amendment to change the zoning of the property located at 6655 W. 111th Street in the Village of Worth
Approve Business License for Phil McKrackens located at 6602 W. 111th Street, pending liquor license approval
Direct the Attorney to prepare an ordinance regarding fireworks fines
Motion by Trustee Rhein second by Trustee McElroy to approve the consent agenda as adopted.  A roll call followed. Ayes: Trustee McElroy, Serpico, Rhein, Werner, Kats and Dziedzic (6). Nays: (0). Absent: (0). Abstain: (0). Motion carried.
None

Nick Stathopoulos asked who cuts the grass at foreclosed homes and do we get paid. President Keller stated that we hire a company and lien the property to get reimbursed

Paul stated that the Worth Post Office looks bad with weeds etc.

Kevin Ryan stated as a resident the thanks the village board for the cuts that they had to do to get us financially on the right track.

Al Buitenwerf thanked the employees and the unions for working with the village board. 

Trustee Kats moved seconded by Trustee Serpico to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:25 p.m. A voice vote followed. Motion carried.



_______________________________________
Bonnie M. Price, CMC
Village Clerk
	



2
