Minutes of the Meeting held September 6, 2011

VILLAGE OF WORTH
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
HELD September 6, 2011
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ADOPT ORDINANCE 11-22
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ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION






ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION








ADJOURNMENT

	President Keller called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Roll call indicated that the following trustees were present: Mary Werner, Jim Serpico, Mary Rhein, Colleen McElroy, Pete Kats, and Rich Dziedzic. Also in attendance at the meeting were Village Clerk Bonnie Price, Village Engineer Mike Spolar, Police Chief Mark Micetich, Building Commissioner Bruce Zartler, and Finance Director Dwayne Fox 

President Keller asked for a moment of silence for the victims from 9/11

Pledge of Allegiance


State Representative Kelly Burke spoke on several different issues. Representative Burke announced that they have a balanced budget and are spending 1 billion dollars less. Representative Burke stated that the preserved the local funds, will stay with the local governments where it was intended, she asked Mayor Keller to give her feedback on the Workman’s Comp reform that has stricter rules and will make Illinois more competitive, and the rates should be going down. Mayor Keller stated that Finance Director Fox will let her know if we see a savings in that area. Representative Burke talked about Senate Bill 7 that will help get better teachers into the classroom and will have more teacher accountability; this will make the community a better place to live. She announced to the residents and board members that she has an office in Oak Lawn and if you have any questions you can contact her office.

None

Trustee Dziedzic stated that on the consent agenda is to approve a new business Cigs located at 6602 W 111th Street Unit D. Trustee Dziedzic stated they are looking to sell retail tobacco. Trustee Dziedzic did mention that there is another tobacco place going in a couple doors from you. The business representative stated that this is mostly rolling your own products; he announced that they have 2 other businesses that are doing well. Trustee Rhein asked if he would agree not to sell synthetic marijuana. The business representative stated we will not be selling that product. Trustee Rhein asked about his rolling materials will it be different than what the 7 elevens sell that are used to roll illegal substances with, he stated yes his are different they have filters. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

President Keller announced that he received an email from Hank Potts that announces we are not going to be able to place electronics in the garbage starting January 1, 2012. Trustee Rhein asked if there are other places to bring this, President Keller stated that hey have places and we could schedule one for Worth. Trustee McElroy announced the EPA web site will give you places that except these items.

President Keller announced that he received correspondence from Mayor Bennett. Comcast will be hosting an internet essentials seminar that will provide affordable internet for resident that are receiving lunches at school on September 20 at Belvedere Chateau. Mayor Keller stated that he did send a letter to Superintendent Rita to let her know about the program.

President Keller asked Clerk Price to read a proclamation for Constitution Week 2011 proclaiming September 17-23 as Constitution Week in Worth.

President Keller announced three appointments Frank Bonham to the Police & Fire Commission for a 3 year term, Joe Witryk to the Fire Pension Board and Shannon Noel to the Economic Development Committee. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

President Keller asked for the golf course committee report. 

Trustee Serpico stated that the financials for the end of August we were down 9% to budget and up 6% from last year. Trustee Serpico stated that in Sept we have over 13 outings booked and 8 of them are over a hundred golfers. Jim Tourloukis stated that Channel 2 and Channel 5 will be hosting an outing for over 200 people for a cancer fundraiser.

Nick Stathopoulos asked if we make any money at the golf course, Trustee Serpico stated yes we do, and he will go over the figures with Nick.

Eric Nordell owner of Phil McKrackens is asking to have pool tables in his establishment. Eric is asking for a couple of pool tables on a temporary basis. Larry Worth stated that he asked the Mayor if he would be willing to start out small. Larry Worth asked if Eric could have 2 pool tables for 3 months and if there is no infraction and no police involvement could they add 2 more pool tables. They would like to make this a positive experience and this will bring in revenue to the business. Mayor Keller asked if this could be in writing so that we have documentation. Larry Worth stated that this individual has other places and has league play. Eric will have bean bags, dart and pool leagues. Chief Micetich stated that pool balls can be used as weapons. Larry stated that hey have on site security, bouncers and will be checking identification. Trustee Rhein asked about ID’s does that scanner keep the information or will you be keeping the ID for the rental. Trustee Rhein asked where the cue sticks and pool balls will be stored. Eric stated you will put the money in the pool table and receive the pool balls. Trustee Rhein feels uncomfortable with the sticks hanging up. Larry Worth stated that you could use a beer bottle as a weapon. Eric stated that we have security inside the premises. Larry stated that if the board wants us to keep the cue sticks behind the bar we can do that. Trustee Rhein asked if the bean bag and pool league would be on the same night. Eric stated usually on a different night. Trustee Rhein asked if we could visit the establishment before hand to see where everything would be going. Trustee Rhein asked if there would be a limit to how many they can extend it to. Larry stated we are limited with space and when they have bands they would be putting them away for more floor space. Larry stated they would start with 2 then 4 and do not think there would be space for more than 6. Trustee Dziedzic asked Commissioner Zartler how long ago when we had problems, Commissioner Zartler stated years ago. Trustee Dziedzic asked if they are under automatic devices, the limit is 20 automatic devices if you have 10, 000 square feet. Trustee Werner stated that would be the total number of devices. Trustee Werner asked if they are familiar with Morgan’s they hold fundraisers and have competitions with darts and pool tables as far as I know they have not had any problems. Mayor Keller likes the proposal and Trustee Kats agrees with the proposal and that hey are going to be held accountable. Trustee Kats would like to get that in writing. All trustees agree to try this.

A resident stated that the owner of the establishment needs to be aware of gambling that is usually where fights became an issue.

Larry Worth discussed the parking lot at Fairplay they are going to complete the front lot, Larry also stated they put in about a ½ million into the property in the last year. Larry announced more work in the next 6 weeks. Commissioner Zartler stated that between the old and new parking lot there is a puddle after a heavy rain and how will they plow the snow. Larry Worth is working with the engineer and paving company. Trustee McElroy stated that many residents have complimented the new parking lot.

Clerk Price stated that on the consent agenda is to approve tag days for Repairer of the Breach Ministry on September 13 & 14 and Knights of Columbus Our Lady of the Ridge Council #13201 on September 16 & 17 and September 23 for a rain date at the corner of 111th & Ridgeland. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Clerk Price stated that on the consent agenda is to Approve the Worth Lions Requests for Porchlite on October 13, Candy Days on October 14 & 15, Tree Lot from November 12 – December 31 and Ton of Food on November 19. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Clerk Price stated that on the consent agenda is to approve the bid for the public works roof. The bids came in and after some discussion with Superintendent Demonbreun we would like to reject all bids and go out for bid with a new set of specifications; it is a different type of roofing and should be less expensive. Mayor Keller stated that we are expecting to save at least 15%. Trustee Kats asked who came up with the new roofing specs, Mayor Keller stated one of the roofers Finance Director Fox stated that the bids we received were higher than anticipated and does not fit into our budget. Trustee McElroy asked what part of the roof is being replaced. Mayor Keller stated the garage area. Clerk Price asked that this be removed from the consent agenda.

Clerk Price stated that on the consent agenda is to approve the write offs for A/R account #490, 1665, 2034, 2064, 2196, 2237, 2276, 2288, 2331, 2353 and 66 in the amount of $2,449.77. Clerk Price stated that we have a new Accounting Clerk and Amy has been going through all of the accounts receivables. Some of these are very old and some of the items we are not sure what they are for, we did send out one last invoice and some are coming back that they do not live there and no forwarding address. Trustee Rhein stated that it is hard to collect because of how old they are. Clerk Price stated some are from 1999. Mayor Keller asked if there is something we can do to track these down. Trustee Rhein stated that most are from 1999. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee Werner stated that on the consent agenda is the approval of the bill list dated August 16 in the amount of $201,348.93. Trustee Werner asked when we will get a total for Worth Days. Finance Director Fox stated that we are waiting for the month of August to close and all of the bills are in. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee Werner stated that on the consent agenda is the approval of the payroll for the month of August in the amount of $218,375.91. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee Werner stated that on the consent agenda is the approval of Water’s Edge bill list in the amount of $79,932.80. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Nick Stathopoulos asked about the bill list Trustee Werner stated that this is what we paid form the last meeting it is a list of all the bills that we received for 2 weeks. Finance Director Fox stated we are paying in 30 days.

Trustee Rhein stated that on the consent agenda is to authorize Village President to execute agreement between the Village of Worth and School District 127 regarding crossing guards pending school board approval on September 14, 2011. Trustee Rhein stated that the school board attorney and our attorney looked it over and have made a couple of changes, both attorneys were very positive and this states that we will be splitting the cost of the crossing guards.

Trustee Rhein stated that when we met with some of the members form the school board they were concerned with safety issues on 112th Street. Trustee Rhein stated the officers have been over there addressing some of the problems. Trustee Rhein stated that the Mayor had a good idea and met with our engineer Mike Spolar, Assistant Superintendent Ed Urban Superintendent Wayne Demonbreun and Chief Micetich to study traffic flow in the morning and afternoon. They did meet with the principals of Worth Elementary school and Superintendent Dr. Rita. Mayor Keller did draw a diagram and we did apply for a Safe Routes to School Grant to purchase signage and barricades, we will also look into increasing the length of the drop off area and eliminating parking on 112th Street where it is narrow. Trustee Rhein stated that Our Lady of the Ridge did a program similar and it did work it created a better situation for everybody. We are looking for the safest route for children to get to school. Trustee Rhein stated that if grant money comes through it will be good to have a plan. Mayor Keller stated that when we did Oak Park we made a lane for drop off on Oak Park but they have 2 large buses for special needs children and the Park District bus and the children still needed to walk around. Mayor Keller stated that we will make a drop off lane for 3 cars on 112th Street, seal coat and strip it. Mayor Keller stated the school is going to get correspondence out to the  parents about the drop off lane, no parking on the south side of 112th Street and do not park in residents driveways, Mayor Keller stated that parents actually parked in driveways and walked there kids to the playground. The pick up is worst than the drop off and hopefully this will help. Trustee Dziedzic asked what is the final cost on the crossing guards. Finance Director stated that it is on the base salary about $24,000.00. Trustee Werner asked if there were cuts from Harlem Avenue in the budget. Trustee Rhein stated $20,000.00 would be our portion. Trustee McElroy had some concerns by Worthwoods School. Parents are parking along 111th Place and they have several rocks on the property, it is hard to drive the bus. They also have a Stagg bus there. Parents are parking in front of the rocks and the cars are on the street. President Keller asked if we can take the boulders out and no parking signs. 

Trustee Rhein advised residents of the second case of West Nile Virus in Cook County.

Trustee Rhein stated that we need to adopt a NIMS resolution to be part of the National Management Systems. Chief Micetich stated that all of our police officers are compliant and have taken the test. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee McElroy announced the Economic Development Committee meeting for September 8 at 6 p.m. and at 7 p.m. we will meet with the restaurants and bar establishments regarding organizing an event in December. 

Trustee McElroy will meet with Trinity regarding the survey question for the residents. Trinity will pay for the postage for the surveys.

Trustee McElroy stated that the beautification committee will meet at the Library at noon on September 14. 

Trustee Kats announced that Public Works is addressing pot holes at this time. Trustee Kats stated they have been working around Worth Elementary School and that looks nice. Public Works will be getting ready for Winter. President Keller stated that the paver broke down it is 30 years old. President Keller also announced that they poured the walls for the salt dome, that has to cure and then they will start to put the structure up. This should be completed in 4 weeks.

Trustee Dziedzic stated that he has a couple of ordinances to discuss the first is to adopt Ordinance #11-21 Adopting regulations regarding donation and recycling boxes for the Village of Worth. President Keller stated that it has paper recycling is that an issue. Trustee Dziedzic stated we do not have an issue. Trustee Dziedzic stated there is no fee because the boxes will be not for profit. Trustee Dziedzic stated that we will need to have an application form. President Keller asked Commissioner Zartler if they will need to show us a site plan. Trustee Kats asked about the one on Harlem. Trustee Dziedzic stated that this may eliminate some of them. This is a great thing to have. Trustee Rhein asked if we are going to limit the number in town. Trustee Dziedzic stated that if they follow all of these steps some will be eliminated. Trustee McElroy asked Commissioner Zartler if they are allowed to be up against a building. Commissioner Zartler stated it would be like a shed if they are going up against a building they would need to use drywall. President Keller stated that this will be approved pending Commissioner Zartler’s final approval. President Keller stated that Commissioner Zartler will add more if it is needed. Without any objection. This will remain on the consent agenda.

Trustee Dziedzic stated on the consent agenda is to adopt Ordinance #11-22 Amending Section 7-4-3 C Payment of Charges, Delinquents: 7; Public Ways and Property, Chapter 4, Water and Wastewater Service Rates and Charges of the Worth Municipal Code. Trustee Dziedzic stated this ordinance is regarding water turn off fee. Trustee Dziedzic stated that it was $50.00 and will be increased to $150.00 this is for anyone that is 30 days late. Clerk Price stated that when your water bill is due and is not paid, the system generates a letter with a date to pay the balance and a shut off date. Clerk Price stated that the last thing we want to do is shut off a resident’s water service. If the resident has a hardship they can have a hearing to make payments. We sent out over 400 letters more than 30 days old and over $150.00. Before water service is turned off we will then have Public Works go out and located the buffalo box and hang a door knocker on the home. If the water is turned off the new ordinance states that the fee to turn on the water would be $150.00 President Keller stated that if the valve becomes damaged public works may need to repair the valve. President Keller stated that we spent over $800.00 to repair one last week this will help us recoup some of our costs. President Keller stated that we don’t want to punish someone that can’t pay their bill. President Keller stated that we have over $70,000 in outstanding water bills. Clerk Price stated that as of today it is $50,000.00 over 30 days old. Trustee McElroy asked if we could bill the actual. President Keller stated that he has a call into the attorney to see if we can bill for time and material for the ones that need to be repaired or replaced. Trustee Werner asked if the buffalo box belongs to the village or homeowner. President Keller stated the village, and after the shut off valve are the residents. Commissioner Zartler stated that anything past the buffalo box belongs to the homeowner. Trustee Werner asked we are going to charge the homeowner because our buffalo box is faulty. President Keller stated that if we are going to be going on and off every month, it is wear and tear on it. Trustee Werner asked how many instances has this happened. President Keller stated it is hard to tell where it is going to happen. Trustee Werner asked if it happens one time a year or a hundred. President Keller stated that he is not sure we would need to ask Superintendent Demonbreun, at least 20 % of the time they have issues some of these valve boxes have been buried some are under concrete, the one that we did last week we need to go back and restore it look presentable, $50.00 will not cover the cost. Trustee Werner stated that is the exception, do we know how many people get their water turned off in a month or a year. Clerk Price stated that we turned off water to homes that are vacant due to foreclosure. Clerk Price stated that we have about 25 homes that are vacant and in foreclosure that the water is off. Clerk Price stated that some of the homeowners asked for the water to be turned off or the bank asked for the water to be turned off some we know are vacant and we turned off so that they do not have broken water pipes in the winter months, a leak or someone turns on a outside spicket and runs up a large water bill. Clerk Price stated that as for non payment I am not sure how many have been turned off. I am willing to work with every resident. President Keller stated there are 2 points to remember the $50.00 does not cover our costs and we are not going to charge them automatically it is there choice to not pay us for the water they use. Trustee Werner stated how many would chose not to pay the water if they could. President Keller stated not according to our public works superintendents they have the money, Trustee Werner stated that she would be ok if we charged a repeat offender a little more. President Keller stated we would need to check with our attorney to see if that is possible. Trustee Werner stated that if there are no complications I think that $50.00 is enough. President Keller stated they make $30.00 per hour and there is administrative cost. Trustee McElroy does not see how in this economy raising it to $150.00 will help. President Keller stated that these people are using our water and we need to get paid for the water they use. Trustee Kats stated that we make several attempts, we are not just dropping the hammer on them, Bonnie and the staff are making every attempt to make out payment plans. Our water bills are not very expensive Trustee Rhein stated that we had this problem before and I do know that Bonnie will set up a payment plan. Trustee Rhein stated they are given ample time to make payment. Trustee Kats stated that we have to pay City if Chicago for the water and if we let water bills go unpaid the rest of the residents are paying for it. Finance Director Fox there is not a lot of shut offs, I also know that there are flagrant and violate this over and over again. We need to rely on the collector’s judgment. Finance Director Fox stated that we are not accepting checks when you are on shut off because we have received checks to keep water on and the check came back. Trustee Serpico stated that we give you the water and then bill for it and we need to cover our costs. Finance Director Fox stated that the repeat offenders when they get the word that the water is going to be shut off the problem will decrease, there are more repeat offenders. Trustee Kats is agreement with the $150.00. Trustee Werner asked if there is a concern if we pick and choose whose water gets turned off. President Keller stated there are hardship cases. Clerk Price stated that the resident can ask for a hearing. Trustee Dziedzic asked if raising the fee to $150.00 is more of threat, if they owe us $50,000.00 then we need to act upon turning off the water. Trustee Dziedzic states that we need to get the water bills paid up. Finance Director Fox stated that the collector has judgment the $150.00 gives her teeth and gives her the judgment; I believe that we are on top of it between Bonnie and the water clerk the number will dwindle. Trustee Kats stated that we are giving them a lot of leniency. Trustee McElroy asked if we are still going to ask about parts, President Keller stated that if we agree to the $150.00 we don’t have to. Trustee Werner asked that this be stricken from the consent agenda.

Trustee Dziedzic announced Cruise night on Mondays at Water’s Edge.

Nick Stathopoulos said people should pay their bills if they don’t then there should be fees. We pay our water bills.

Motion by Trustee Kats seconded by Trustee Rhein to establish the consent agenda. A voice vote followed. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda
September 6

Approve the regular minutes from August 16, 2011
Approve tag days for Repairer of the Breach Ministry on September 13 & 14 and Knights of Columbus Our Lady of the Ridge Council #13201 on September 16 & 17 and September 23 for a rain date at the corner of 111th & Ridgeland
Award Bid to in the amount of $ for Public Works Roof 
Approve the write offs for A/R account #490, 1665, 2034, 2064, 2196, 2237, 2276, 2288, 2331, 2353 and 66 in the amount of $2,449.77.
Approve the Worth Lions Requests for Porchlite October 13, Candy Days October 14 & 15 Tree Lot November 12 – December 31 and Ton of Food November 19
Approve the bill list dated September 6 in the amount of $201,348.93
Approve Payroll for the month of August in the amount of $218,375.91
Approve Water’s Edge bill list in the amount of $79,932.80
Authorize Village President to execute agreement between the Village of Worth and School District 127 regarding crossing guards pending school board approval on September 14, 2011
Adopt Resolution #11-04 Adoption of the National Incident Management System
Adopt Ordinance #11-21 Adopting regulations regarding donation and recycling boxes for the Village of Worth pending Commissioner Zartler’s final approval
Adopt Ordinance #11-22 Amending Section 7-4-3 C Payment of Charges, Delinquents: 7; Public Ways and Property, Chapter 4, Water and Wastewater Service Rates and Charges of the Worth Municipal Code Trustee Werner asked that this be stricken from the agenda
Adopt Ordinance #11-23 Amending the Business License Code Trustee Dziedzic asked that this be stricken from the agenda
Approve business license for: Cigs located at 6602 W. 111th Street 
Unit D

Approve Village Presidents appointments Frank Bonham Police & Fire Commission term to expire on April 30, 2014, Joe Witryk Firefighter Pension term to expire April 30, 2014 and Shannon Noel to the Economic Development Commission

Motion by Trustee Rhein second by Trustee Kats to approve the consent agenda as adopted.  A roll call followed. Ayes: Trustee Werner McElroy, Serpico, Rhein, Kats and Dziedzic (6). Nays: (0). Absent: (0). Abstain: (0). Motion carried.

Motion by Trustee Kats second by Trustee Rhein to adopt ordinance 11-22, Amending Section 7-4-3 C Payment of Charges, Delinquents: 7; Public Ways and Property, Chapter 4, Water and Wastewater Service Rates and Charges of the Worth Municipal Code A roll call followed. Ayes: Trustee McElroy, Serpico, Rhein, Kats and Dziedzic (6). Nays: Werenr(1). Absent: (0). Abstain: (0). Motion carried.

Nick Stathopoulos asked the board to look into 111th Place, employee’s park there and they do not take care of it, there is garbage all around.

Commissioner Zartler stated that we have to pay for the water and then give it to the people, in other countries you pay and then the water is disbursed.

Herb Moore had a rental house and when they left she had to pay the $500.00 water bill.

Motion by Trustee Rhein second by Trustee Serpico to adjourn into executive session at 9:18 for 2(c)(2) Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees. A roll call followed. Ayes: Trustee McElroy, Rhein, Werner, Kats, Serpico and Dziedzic (6). Nays: (0). Absent: (0). Abstain: (0). Motion carried.

Motion by Trustee Rhein second by Trustee Dziedzic to adjourn into executive session at 9:19 for Land Acquisition. A roll call followed. Ayes: Trustee McElroy, Rhein, Werner, Kats, Serpico and Dziedzic (6). Nays: (0). Absent: (0). Abstain: (0). Motion carried.

No action taken.

Attorney Odelson asked if the board approved the agreement with the school district. President Keller stated yes. 

Trustee Kats moved seconded by Trustee Serpico to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:55 p.m. A voice vote followed. Motion carried.





_______________________________________
Bonnie M. Price, CMC
Village Clerk
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